
UNIVERSITY OF WESTERN ONTARIO 
POLITICAL SCIENCE 3205F 

AFRICA IN WORLD POLITICS 
SEPTEMBER-DECEMBER 2023 

Term Office Hours: SSC 7334 Thursday 1:00-3:00 Dr. R. Vande W etering 

E-mail: Please check your UWO e-mail account for periodic messages. My e-mail address is
rvandewe@uwo.ca. When you e-mail me, put in the subject heading "3205F-your last name".
This will help prevent your message being deleted as spam.
Phone: (519) 661-2111 ext 85177; email is the most reliable option for contacting me.

Important Notice Re: Prerequisites/Antirequisites 

Please Note: You are responsible for ensuring that you have successfully completed all course 
prerequisites, and that you have not taken an antirequisite course. Lack of prerequisites may not 
be used as a basis for an appeal. If you are found to be ineligible for a course, you may be 
removed from it at any time and you will receive no adjustment to your fees. This decision 
cannot be appealed. If you find that you do not have the course prerequisites, it is in your best 
interest to drop the course well before the end of the add/drop period. Your prompt attention to 
this matter will not only help protect your academic record, but will ensure that spaces become 
available for students who require the course in question for graduation. 
Prerequisites: Political Science 223 lE or 253 lF/G or 2245E or 2545F/G, or International 
Relations 2704F/G or 2701E or 2702E. 

Important Notice Re: use of AI 
Use of Al is Prohibited. The use of generative Al tools (such as ChatGPT, DALL-E, etc.) are 
not permitted in this class; therefore, any use of Al tools for work in this class may be considered 
a violation of the University of Western Ontario's Academic Misconduct which may constitute a 
Scholastic Offence. The use of unauthorized Al tools will result in: a failure to receive full 
grades, the need to resubmit the assignment, need to orally present the assignment in office 
hours, or a failure to complete the requirements of the course. 

Course Description: Africa is growing in importance in International Relations. In this course 
we will examine the place of Africa in world politics. This will be done by examining the 
writings of prominent (mostly African) international relations theorists. As part of this, we will 
examine the concept of' Africa' itself, along with ideas about the state, power, imperialism, 
legitimacy, international institutions, and colonialism. 

Learning Objectives 
By the end of the course, students should a) be able to describe and evaluate the main theories of 
International Relations utilized by African scholars; 
b) be able to apply these models to discuss the position of Africa in world politics; and
c) improve their discussion and essay-writing skills.
























